THE WAR SITUATION

A SPEECH TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
SEPTEMBER 30, 1941

September 27. Heydrich, German Gestapo chief, replaced Von
Neurath in Czechoslovakia to smash growing sabotage.

September 28. Lord Beaverbrook (for Great Britain) and Mr.
Harriman (for the United States) began Aid-to-Russia
conferences in Moscow,

September 30. Mr. Churchill reviewed the War Situation and warned
the country that although Germany had been weakened
in the air she was still capable of carrying on simul-
taneous campaigns on land.

[September 30, 1941.
THE House will remember that in June last I deprecated the
making of too frequent expositions of Government policy
and reviews of the war situation by Ministers of the Crown. Any-
thing that is said which is novel or pregnant will, of course, be
studied attentively by the enemy and may be a help to him in
measuring our affairs. The House will have noticed how very
silent the Nazi leaders have fallen. For seven months Hitler has
said nothing about his war plans. What he blurted out in January
and February certainly proved helpful to us.
" In the spring," he said, " our submarine warfare will begin in
earnest, and our opponents will find that the Germans have not
been sleeping. The Luftwaffe and the entire German defence
forces will, in this way or that, bring about the ultimate decision."
And again:
"In March and April naval warfare will start such as the
enemy had never expected."
We were, therefore, led to expect a crescendo of attacks upon
our lifeline of supplies. Certainly the Germans have used an ever
larger force of U-boats and long-range aircraft against our shipping.
However, our counter-measures, which were undertaken in good
time on the largest scale, have proved very successful. For reasons
which I have explained very fully to the House, we have since, June
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